
Please feel free to reach me 
by email at 

Lfernando@chayamushka.
org

Announcements

· 

● Please take out any completed 
work from their blue folder, 
and send the empty folder 
back with your child on 
Monday

● Students can practice their 
i-Ready everyday for 
homework

● Don’t forget to send your 
child to school with a water 
bottle and a mask

● If your child needs a spoon or 
fork for lunch, please make 
sure you include it.

● Please label all outerwear

 

Reminders
Reading & Writing

Math, Science & Social Studies

First Grade, General Studies - Ms. Liyomi Fernando Ap
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In language, we learned 45 sight words and used them in sentences 
as well as story writing. Everyday the children get to read phonics 
and story books for 15 minutes during independent reading time. 
We learned how to identify cause and effect when reading stories. 
We also studied compound words and adjectives. We learned 
homophones, words that sound the same but have different 
meanings and spellings.  

In math we practiced how to read time on the clock. We did addition with place values, 
fractions, skip counting with long bead chains, identifying currency, writing numbers in word 
form, subtraction fingerboard, timed subtraction, multiplication with beads, 
multiplication/division board, and hundred board writing. In geometry we learned the names 
of shapes, their sizes, lines, corners, and faces.

In science we learned simple machines, living and non-living animals, and wild animals. We 
also identified the earth's features, which include landforms, bodies of water, as well as 
describing the ecosystem and weather.

In geography we studied the continents, countries, people, special places, animals, fruits, and 
vegetables. Children picked their favorite things to paste on their maps. The children’s maps 
are ready to display in the social studies fair. 



Reminders

Our spectacular first graders don’t stop learning! We are all the 
way up to Chirik as a class. Every day, we get a chance to read 
one on one with our Morah, as well as read with a partner. We 
break all our words into syllables, and make sure to circle any 
silent letters. For Ksivah, we our so excited to have started our 
very own written book. The first story we are writing is all about 
Einayim - eyes. We copy the words of the story in our very own 
script Alef Bes handwriting. We then illustrate the bottom of 
each page.

Kriah / Kesiva

Hachana L’Chumash has began!! We are thrilled to begin 
learning the basics that will help us learn Torah. We began with 
the “before letters”. These are the letters that go before words to 
add to their meaning. We made flashcards and we keep 
practicing. Next we will learn some foundation words so that we 
will soon be ready to learn the very first Posuk! We can not wait!

Chumash

First Grade, Judaic Studies - Morah Mushkie 
Shemtov, Morah Kaila Wolf and Morah Becky Miller
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We love Parsha 
circle during the 
week. We learn 
about the weekly 
parsha in little 
bits every day. 
We then colour in 
pictures of what 
we learned. Ask 
us what is 
happening in all 
the parsha 
pictures in our 
parsha packet - 
we love to share 
our knowledge! 

Reminders

Parsha

Reminder to do 
homework every 
night!
Please send in 
your folders on 
Monday.



We are so excited for our 
end-of-year  class trip! 

Class News

● Please make sure to send  a 
water bottle daily.

● Please try to have your child 
study at home for their 
spelling tests that are given 
at the end of the week.

Reminders

In April, we have been working hard on our Social Studies projects. 
Second-graders have been learning about Ruth Bader Ginsburg and 
working on their research and poster boards about her. Third-grade 
girls have been learning about strong women in history such as 
Amelia Earhart and Bessie Coleman. Third-grade boys have been 
working on their great explorers projects on John Cabot, 
Christopher Columbus, and Vasco Nuñez de Balboa. We are really 
looking forward to our Social Studies Fair on April 29th, 2021. 
In ELA, second-graders have been reading The Magic Finger which 
third-graders are reading James and the Giant Peach. We have been 
working on paragraph editing and sentence corrections. We’ve been 
staying busy! 

ELA & Social Studies  

For the Month of April students have been busy working hard on 
learning new math concepts. Second grade has learned all about 
measurement using rulers and number lines. They have really enjoyed 
being able to measure all sorts of things around the classroom! Third 
graders this month have used their multiplication and division skills to 
understand fractions. They have learned about equivalent fractions 
and how to compare fractions. In science both second and third grade 
have been working on their projects. Third graders have completed 
their shoe box diagrams on the five regions of Georgia. Second graders 
have been studying out animal habitats. In groups of two they have 
been researching one particular animal and its habitat/environment.

Math & Science

Second & Third Grade, General Studies - Ms. Lombardi & 
Ms. Mckenzie
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Happy birthday Mikki 
Friedman  !

In kriya we are learning 
different rules, especially 

when a sheva is 
pronounced and when it 

is silent. 
Many of us finished our 
ksiva books and started 
writing full sentences.

Class News We finished all the ברכות השחר / Morning Brachos  and 
learned  a song that helps us remember the meaning of each 
of them!
The girls created dance moves for each sentence and we 
have a blast every morning singing them before davening,  
it's great exercise to wake us up too!
We started learning ויהי רצון - we ask Hashem to have a day  
filled with Torah!

Biurei Tefila

We finished learning the entire פרק י”ד !  This was an exciting 
story, with a big war between 4 kings and 5 kings and we were 
captivated by  all the details!
We also focused on the lesson of this Perek! Lot is being captured 
because he chose to live in a place with people that did not treat 
each other well  and so no one is there to help him. Avraham 
however, has good neighbors and has allies that are there to help 
him. Avraham's incredible chessed throughout the whole perek 
inspired us too! 
We celebrated the end of the פרק with a  little treat and a grand 
review game.
We are up to 48 words in our vocab list! 2 more to go!

Chumash - 2nd Grade

Second & Third Grade Girls, Judaic Studies - Morah 
Freida and Morah Adelman 
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Remember to check 
homework folders daily. 

Remember to send water 
bottles and enough healthy 
snacks daily.

Reminders

Birthdays

Coming back from Pesach vacation we  started learning the Halachos 
of  Sefiras haomer, followed by Pesach sheini and Lag Baomer. 
We are also learning  Pirkei Avos. Each week we focus on one Mishna 
of that week’s perek. The mishna  teaches us good middos, working on 
not getting angry, being pleasant to people and being happy with what 
we have. 
These lessons often lead us into meaningful discussions on how we 
should react in different situations and the girls enjoyed making skits 
representing the Middah being  discussed. Ask your daughter who is 
rich?

Yahadus

Avraham sent Eliezer to Charan to find a wife for Yitzchak, With 
Hashems help he found Rivka and brought her back to Yitzchak. 
Yitzchak and Rivka were happily married for many years but didn’t 
have any children. They davened to Hashem and Rivka had twins! 
We’re busy learning the story of Yaakov and Eisav, and plan to 
complete Parshas Toldos before the end of the year. We also learned 
the suffix final mem and 80 vocab words, and the girls knew all of 
them! The girls completed their Hebrew reading and writing books, we 
had an award ceremony and now we moved on to learning Rashi! We 
are learning how to read Rashi letters and practice copying them into 
script. We also practice reading Pesukim and Rashis from the 
Chumash. Chumash - 3rd Grade  

Second & Third Grade Girls , Judaic Studies - Morah 
Freida & Morah Shterny
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The new middah / 
character trait we are 
learning about is respect. 
Ask your son to share some 
ways we’ve learned to show 
respect.

Class News

We added Tisbarech 
Lanetzach this month. The 
boys really enjoy singing it. 
We also began our 
Shemoneh Esrei program. 
Each day, we read four of 
the brachos out loud. That 
way, we will cover all of 
them a few times.

Tefillah

SECOND GRADE: 

The boys have been progressing through their Kriah , now 
Rabbi Freeman’s group has graduated to reading Tehillim! 
In Ksiva, many boys have been working through the script 
notebook, most will have completed all the letters before the 
end of the year!

Kriah & Ksiva

Rabbi Freeman-3rd

We have learned: Bereishis Perek 22

Why is Avraham Avinu such a hero? Many Jewish people 
have put their lives on the line for the sake of Hashem’s 
name. Ask your son what he thinks.

Rabbi Adelman- 2nd

We have covered all 50 words from our wordlist. We do 
review games and Kahoots. We are making posters with the 
translations and pictures of each word from our wordlist. 
We will cover the classroom wall.  
We are up to passuk tes of Perek Yud Gimmel. The boys are 
steadily improving in their ability to identify prefixes, 
recognize common words, and point out the Shoresh. We 
recently added the “who did it letter” yud to our repertoire.  

Chumash 

Second & Third Grade Boys, Judaic Studies - Rabbi 
Freeman & Rabbi Adelman
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Our newsletter is a great place to 
see what the students have been 
learning and get a peek into the 

classroom.  Feel free to reach out to 
us any time with questions. 

 Mrs. Ragland  
mragland@chayamushka.org                                 

 Mrs. Kihlstadius   
jkihlstadius@chayamushka.org 

Class News

*Send a water bottle, healthy 
snack, and a book for silent 

reading with your child every 
day.

*Take a look at your child’s 
homework binder everyday.

*Emails are sent at the end of 
each week with details about our 

classes.

 

Reminders

We are closing out the school year with our final novels:   A Wrinkle in Time 
by Madeleine L’Engle for 5th grade and Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine 
Paterson.

A Wrinkle in Time is a Newbery Award Winner and Classic Science Fiction 
novel that has it’s characters going on a “dangerous” and “extraordinary” 
adventure.  

Bridge to Terabithia is also a Newbery Award Winner and a  fictional story of 
friendship and loss.

Literature Studies & Reading  

Research has been our focus in both 4th and 5th grades 
for the past several weeks.  While researching we’ve 
learned about paraphrasing, avoiding plagiarism and 
citing our sources.  We are excited to present our 
research papers and displays to show you what we’ve 
learned during the Social Studies Fair.  We hope you will 
find our topics interesting, thought provoking and 
informative!

Writing / Language

Fourth & Fifth Grade, General Studies - Ms. Ragland & Ms. 
Kihlstadius
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Our newsletter is a great place to 
see what the students have been 
learning and get a peek into the 

classroom.  Feel free to reach out to 
us any time with questions. 

 Mrs. Ragland  
mragland@chayamushka.org                                 

 Mrs. Kihlstadius   
jkihlstadius@chayamushka.org 

Class News

*Send a water bottle, healthy 
snack, and a book for silent 

reading with your child every 
day.

*Take a look at your child’s 
homework binder everyday.

*Emails are sent at the end of 
each week with details about our 

classes.

Reminders

Fourth grade students are being introduced to operations with fractions and 
decimals. They will extend what they have learned about whole numbers to 
fractions.  We will focus on the skills of comparing, adding, subtracting, and 
multiplying fractions over the next few weeks.  We will also be relating 
decimals to fractions and comparing decimals as we wrap up the school year. 

Fifth grade students are being introduced to multiplication and division of 
decimals and fractions. They are learning to think about fractions as division 
problems and using that knowledge to help simplify fractions. We will 
incorporate real-world applications for multiplication and division of 
fractions and decimals as we wrap up the school year.

Math  

What is the basic unit that constitutes living things? Students will 
begin to explore the answer to this question...the cell!  They have 
finished up their cross-curricular “Taco Truck” project and will delve 
into several life science topics. 

● What is the structure and function of living things? 
● What are the various parts that make up an organism, such as 

cells, tissues, and organs? 
● What are the four parts of  the amazing brain?  

These are a few of the questions we will answer in the coming weeks!

Science/Social Studies

Fourth & Fifth Grade, General Studies - Mrs. Ragland & 
Mrs. Kihlstadius
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We are learning so many different 
Mitzvos in our Yehadus books.
We love having discussions and 
applying these lessons to our own 
behaviors. We learned about 
empathy and how to feel together 
with others. We learned about the 
power of our speech and which 
different things are elated to 
Loshon Hara, so we know what to 
avoid saying.

Yehadus

Grade 4 completed Parshas 
Vaishlach and begun Vayeshev. 
We've started the story of Yosef 
and his brothers. 
The girls keep amazing me with 
their growing skills and ability 
to figure out new psukim.

We learned all about the Brachos that Yaakov gave his sons before he 
passed away and how the whole country paid their respects to him. A 
huge entourage walked with his coffin to Eretz Yisroel to bury him. When 
they returned to Mitzrayim, Yosef promised that he would continue to 
take care of them even though their father passed away. We finished the 
entire Chumash Bereishis and are working hard on beautiful projects 
from this Chumash. We look forward to our grand Siyum trip on May 
6th!! We studied hard and now we all know 152 vocab words perfectly. 
We will soon start Parshas Shemos and can’t wait to learn all of its 
exciting stories!

Chumash - 5th

Yehoshua is dividing the land among the Shevatim with the special 
gorel. Two and a half shevatim already have their land on the other 
side of the Yarden and Levi will live in cities spread throughout the 
land. First, Shevet Yehuda gets picked from the lot.
As we go through all the Shevatim and learn which land they received, 
we saw that some people argued about their land. We discussed what 
pros and cons different places might have and how to deal with them.

Navi - Yehoshua

Fourth & Fifth Grade Girls, Judaic Studies - Mrs. Adelman 
& Mrs. Freeman

Chumash - 4th 
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We have FINISHED ALL 
berochois of Shemoneh 
Esreh. PPT and final test 
coming up soon...

Tefillah 

A strong skyscraper only 
pierces the sky because of 
its strong foundation down 
below. Grade 4-5 Boys  
have stepped up to 
strengthen thier Kriyah 
(Hebrew reading) skills, 
together with reviewing and 
learning the kriyah rules.

In Chumash, we finished and got tested on Parshas Mikeitz. We 
are in middle of Parshas Vayigash, after Yosef reveals himself. 
We should finish  Vayigash this month.

In Mishnayos, we finished the second chapter and began the 
third. We are discussing the halachic definition of a plague and 
what the proper response should be. We hope to finish the 
masechta before the end of the year. 

Chumash / Mishnayos - 5th

Fourth & Fifth Grade Boys, Judaic Studies - R. Freeman 
and R. Adelman

Strengthening
Kriah Skills:

We have learned: Perek 31 and 32.
Skills: Strong focus on Kriyah rules, and the letters in a word  
that tell us it’s in  future tense. 

Rochel steals the idols, Lavan chases after them, Lavan looks 
all around for those idols but cant find them. Why was 
Rochel the one to steal the idols. Ask your son.
Siyum announcement: 4 B has finished Parshas Vayeitzei.

Chumash - 4th

Yahadus
We have learned: 

Mitzvois 8-12
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Reminders

The 6th grade boys have been learning about the environment and causes 
of greenhouse gases. The next unit will focus on personal changes we can 
make to contribute to a clean environment. 
The 7th and 8th grade boys are doing a combined unit which includes 
combining information from the 7th and 8th grade curriculum. After 
learning about the functions of the human body system, and recalling 
some of the information in our chemistry unit, the students will learn how 
what they have learned contributes to forensics science. 

Science

Middle School Boys General Studies - Ms. Branham, 
Mr. Wes & Ms. Holbrook

The boys  have wrapped up 
Unit 4! 6th grade just 
finished percent and unit 
rate, 7th grade completed 
expressions, equations, and 
inequalities. 8th grade has 
wrapped up Functions. All 
grades are finishing up the 
final touches of their Math 
Board Game project, which 
is due Friday May 7th!

Math

Social Studies
The students have finished their 
North America projects! Job well 
done!  Next topic will be learning 
about Australia, the land down 
under! 

ELA
This month the boys have been 

having a lot of fun as we move 

back into the realm of fiction.  

This time they are spinning off of 

books, movies, and videogames 

they enjoy by writing fan fiction.  

In this writing style, the boys 

choose a text that they enjoy and 

expand on that universe.  Some of 

them are writing spin-offs of 

minor characters, mash-ups of 

different universes, or alternative 

histories where a character makes 

a different choice from what 

happened in the text canon.

Civics
The boys have been continuing to 
learn about the development of our 
democracy here in the United States 
over the course of its expansion. 
Meanwhile, they have been creating a 
democracy of their own in miniature 
through their student council.  This 
week, the boys wrote and passed their 
first resolution!  We are looking 
forward to much more of this in the 
future.
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In science we having been 
learning about the 
environment and human 
activities that contribute to 
the greenhouse effect. This 
unit requires students to 
recall some of the facts we 
learned about two months 
ago. It is a good time for 
students to see how much 
information they have 
learned this year. 

Science

Math
The girls  have wrapped up Unit 4! 6th grade just finished 
percent and unit rate, 7th grade completed expressions, 
equations, and inequalities. All grades are finishing up the 
final touches of their Math Board Game project, which is due 
Friday May 7th! Stay tuned for some amazing photos of 
some of the projects in my weekly email. 

Middle School Girls General Studies - Ms. Branham, 
Mr. Wes & Ms. Holbrook

Social Studies
The students have finished their North America projects! 
Job well done!  Next topic will be learning about Australia, 
the land down under! 

The girls are taking a 
much-deserved break from the 
intense work that they have been 
doing on the movies by moving 
back into a more traditional writing 
style - the newspaper article.  The 
girls have been reading newspaper 
articles every day to try to get an 
understanding of that writing style.  
Then they each choose an important 
world event and wrote a newspaper 
article about that event as though 
they were living in that time period.  
As always, the girls brought their 
special creativity and insight to this 
writing project!

ELA
Ap
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In halacha we are learning 
the laws of Sefiras homer. 
Does a boy who turns Bar 
Mitzvah in middle of Sefirah 
count with a blessing or not?
When is the right time to 
count? 

Halacha 

In Chumash we are learning Bamidbar perek 13, Parsha Shelach, the story of the spies. We have been 
focusing on reading the Pesukim inside, understanding how Rashi work, and how Rashi helps us 
understand the Possuk better.
In this perek we are taking a look at the different kinds of  commentaries and familiarizing ourselves with 
their styles. Some of the questions we tackled recently are: 1. who sent the spies? 2. What do the names of 
the spies teach us? 3. Why did moshe daven only for Yehosha? 

In the new sugiya we learned this month in our Gemarah class, the Gemarah starts by introducing the case of a renter 
that rents a cow, and then lends it back to its owner. The owner rents it back to the renter who lends it back to owner 
and to his bad luck the cow dies. This leads to a 3 way argument on how to view situations that have multiple kinds of 
transactions with only 1 object.
This is one of the concepts we are  learning and analyzing as part of  the new mishna we are learning on Daf 35b. 
Another idea the Gemarah explorers is when does a depositor acquire an object and another is why courts would 
make people swear. 
We are now holding in middle of 36a where the Gemarah discuss multiple scenarios of renters and borrowers 
bringing different kinds of sacrifices  for false swearing. 
We added new parts to the M.S Gemarah packets. Before we learn the new Gemarah the boys do a pre-test on all the 
Gmera words of that section. The goal of this exercise if the for the boys to challenge themselves and see how much of 
a new piece of Gemarah they can understand using prior knowledge. And they get to see how much their  skills in 
translating Gemarah are improving. 
We also started doing Gemarah words crosswords as another fun way for the boys to be able to practice translating 
the new Gemarah words.

Gemarah 6-7th

What is considered reckless behavior? What separates a tragic 
accident from an avoidable error? How far must one go to avoid 
risking the lives of others? These are the questions that the 7-8th 
grade boys will be dealing with as we begin the Mishna on 32b. 

We will soon begin our review for the final. The boys will attempt to 
cover everything we have learned throughout the year, and, if 
possible, read it inside. 

Middle School Boys Judaic Studies - Rabbi Adelman & 
Rabbi Jacobson

Gemorah 7-8th

Chumash 

Ap
ril

  -
 Iy

ar



Grade six completed Perek Yud beis, with detailed accounts of the 
stories of the food the Jews ate in the desert: maan and the slav. 
The Elders receiving nevua / prophecy through Moshe and Eldad and 
Medad, whose humility brought them rich rewards. 

We're currently working on the story of Miriam, with great 
anticipation to completing our third Parsha this year!

Pirkei Avos

Middle School Girls Judaic Studies - Ms. Mentz & 
Mrs. Freeman

In yedios kloliyos we  covered the parshiyos in each Sefer, the vessels in the Mishkan, the 
clothing of the Kohanim, the 7 prophetess, and much more. 
In Parsha, the girls draft their own version of a Torah thought we learn each week. They 
include their own examples and stories to bring out the lesson. 
In Biurei Tefilla, we are studying the meaning of the 19 blessings of the Shmoneh Esrei.

Parsha, Navie & Tefillah

The middle school girls are learning pirkei Avos to coincide with Sefira. We have learned 
many powerful lessons through engaging activities and discussions. We built our dream 
friend from a list of personality traits and discussed if we have the qualities we felt were 
important in a friend, and how to work on being a good friend. Through scenarios, skits, and 
situational comics, we learnt about the timeless wisdom from the Tanaim about being silent 
when necessary, respecting our friends, and how to judge people favorably.

Chumash
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