
The students are seeing a new lesson each week on Monday, then quizzing on that lesson at the end of the week. 
They are getting used to their new math notebook setup, but loving the different sections to better organize their 
work. The students are preparing to “travel around the world” and learn about various countries while practicing 
their weekly math content. 6th grade recently learned how to find the area of a triangle, while 7th learned more 
about unit rates and complex fractions. 8th grade has spent a couple weeks looking at Transformations. Please work 
with your child at home to practice their multiplication tables. Students will begin creating their own multiplication 
flashcards to take home and continue their practice.

Math - 6-8th

Middle School General Studies - Ms. Branham, 
Mr. Wes & Ms. Cramb

 The students began their first unit, “Our World”. The students learned about time zones, location, time, 
and future expeditions. They will be starting a project where they will create a human size timeline of their 
life. The kids have been working with the Studies Weekly curriculum, with supplemental curriculum, 
including projects and interactive activities. 

Social  Studies - 6th 
The children this year are off to a great start!  I have been absolutely blown away by their creativity and excitement around 
writing as a tool for self-expression and I have enjoyed reading the amazing stories that they have been writing in their new 
writers’ notebooks. 
This month the children have all been working on composing a personal narrative which illustrates one of the school core 
beliefs.  They are choosing a small moment and zooming in to add detail about that particular moment.  In addition, the 
children have been working on how to format dialogue in their writing as well as how to really make it come alive.  Finally, they 
have begun the first of many progressively more challenging ‘flash-drafts’, where the children build their strength and 
endurance in extensive writing.
In grammar and vocabulary, the children are enjoying learning the history of the English language and how it works.  They are 
learning root words, suffixes, and prefixes by studying the origins of some of the complicated words that they might encounter 
in academic texts.  The sixth graders are also learning how to deconstruct and analyze a clause, while the seventh and eighth 
graders are building their descriptive skills by learning how to use more powerful words in expository writing.
In civics, the 7th and 8th grade boys are learning about the origin and purpose of government by studying and debating some of 
the ideas of Thomas Hobbes and John Locke.  In addition, they are discovering some of the ideas of state sovereignty and 
analyzing who rules the state.

ELA & 7th- 8th Civics



We just finished learning and reviewing the scientific method 
and lab safety. These things must be reviewed every year before 
we can do any labs, and must be maintained throughout the year 
for us to be able to continue doing labs. We are still finishing 
gathering the data from our first lab that demonstrated how 
quickly viruses can spread. We will be using that data to do 
contact tracing to figure out who Patient Zero is (the one who 
started the spread of the “virus” in each class). The 4th and 5th 
grade boys were invited to take part with the 6th grade boys so 
that we could gather more accurate data.

In September the 6th grade boys and 6/7 girls will be beginning 
Earth Science. We will be starting on a more macro-level, 
looking at the solar system and beyond. The 7/8 boys will be 
starting Life Science. We will begin by looking at how 
ecosystems affect living things.

Science

Middle School General Studies - Ms. Branham, Mr. Wes & 
Ms. Cramb



We are working very hard 
on proper davening 
etiquette and showing 
proper respect.

Davening

Were learning Parshas 
B’halosecha. The objectives 
are to strengthen reading and 
understanding from inside the 
chumash, students work from 
worksheets daily translating 
the words, summarizing and  
answering thinking questions. 

Chumash

We started the year with a review of the Shisha Sidrei Mishna and the history of 
Gemorah. Ephraim asked what the purpose of learning Gemorah is if there  seems to 
be little relevance to life today. This led to a deep conversation about the value of 
learning Torah and connecting to Hashem’s chochma (wisdom). It also led to a 
commitment from Rabbi Jacobson to try find relevance to real life from Gemorah 
skills and content.
We reviewed the basic skills of learning mishna which are a foundation to properly 
learning Gemorah., the skills are; identifying the case, the law, the author 
importance of recognizing which topic / seder its in and paying attention to which 
mitzvah and idea is being explored. 
Last week the students received their new hard cover Gemorah and we started 
leaning inside, from boba Metziah, Perek Hamafkid. The students were so excited to 
start learning some asked if they could take it home to learn at home. 

Gemorah 6-7 B
Liability laws is what we are focusing on now. If someone double parks and another 
person crashes into them, who is at fault? We are also starting the topic of 
vigilantism and taking the law into your own hands. Each student was given a real 
life case and is busy writing a narrative dramatization of it. We will pool our stories 
when they are finished and see if we can come up with some sort of conclusion as to 
what an ideal law would be. Then, we will see how the Gemara approached that same 
question.

Middle School Judaic Studies - Rabbi Adelman & Rabbi 
Jacobson & Mrs. Freeman

Gemorah 7-8 B
BH the grade 6-7 Chumash class had a wonderful start to the year! 
We started Parshas Bamidbar with selected Rashis. The students were 
encouraged to figure out the meaning of Psukim and Rashis with minimal 
assistance. We saw how the shoresh פקד is found often in this section and how it 
could have different meanings. We worked on shorashim, and we learned a unit 
on Hebrew  numbers, to empower the students  to figure out the numbers of 
each tribe, which could be tricky due to the way numbers are presented in the 
Chumash.  The students also worked on a 3-D project placing the 12 tribes and 
the Leviym around the Mishkan in the corresponding locations. 

Chumash 6-7 G 


